
IT.A.CÀ migrants and travellers: 
festival of responsible tourism

“When you leave for Itaca, may your journey be long and full

of adventures and knowledge” – Kostantin Kavafis 



The festival was born in 2008 in 
Bologna in Emilia Romagna from

It has reached its eleventh national edition in 

2019, has created a national network over the 

years, becoming the first and only festival in Italy 

and Europe that deals with responsible tourism, 

and tourism innovation in a sustainable 

perspective.  Transforming incoming into 

becoming to combine the sustainability of 

tourism with the well-being of citizens.



MISSION

IT.A.CÀ migrants and travelers: festival of 

responsible tourism aims at creating 

innovative and winning relationships between 

locals and tourists by encouraging the 

understanding of responsible tourism 

principles among travellers, industries, 

institutions, and tourism operators.

VISION 

IT.A.CÀ aims to positively influence the 

behaviour of tourist focusing on it as a 

‘temporary citizen’. The festival envisions a 

world where people understand that 

economic dynamics, tourist satisfaction and 

protection of natural, social and cultural 

heritages are inextricably connected. A world 

where tourism does not condemn, but rather 

lets local territories and its people thrive.



IT.A.CÀ FESTIVAL IS
❏ a network of responsible tourism actors 

that interact in an innovative way, 

co-designing contents, participation 

methodologies, synergistic communication 

and cooperation practices;

❏ a promotional showcase for the same 

actors and the host city / territory;

❏ an open and inclusive code;

❏ a laboratory in which a multi-voice 
experimentation takes place on how to 

proceed towards sustainable development;

❏ an experiment in participatory and 

projectual democracy, where what's 

discussed it's also done 



IT.A.CÀ realizes and promotes services and 
events aimed at developing the tourism 
economy according to sustainability and 
responsibility criteria:

❏ Environmental Sustainability
ability to enhance the environment as a 

"distinctive element" of the territory, while 

ensuring the protection and renewal of natural 

resources and heritage.

❏ Economic sustainability
ability to generate income and work for the 

livelihood of populations.

❏ Social sustainability
ability to guarantee conditions of human 

well-being equally distributed by classes and 

gender.



IT.A.CÀ NETWORK
The decision to follow IT.A.CÀ, and organize a stage in a territory, presupposes accepting the guidelines of 
the festival, adhering to its values   and adopting the format.

By joining the IT.A.CÀ network, you become part of the national coordination that provides the corporate 

identity and communication formats related to the brand identity at all stages, which are then declined 

locally using the logo on the communication materials .

By joining the official national program, you take part in the network of organizers that 

annually defines themes and contents of the festival, take part in the national partnership 

project, in existence from this eleventh edition which proposes activities related to the 

chosen partner. In 2019 the partner was OWAY (oway.it), a plastic-free sustainable 

agricometic company, which contributed to the creation of national communication tools, 

activated its own local networks and provided the festival with the cleaning materials 

necessary to promote the paths of waste collection that characterized this edition.



The network established over the course of the eleven years of activity today counts 16 stages throughout 
the country which, involving local networks, institutions and partners decide to share the objectives, values 

and mission of the Festival and to interpret and embody the Responsible Tourism Manifesto of AITR, and the 

vademecum of #TravelResponsible.

Every year the network in the national meeting chooses a theme that is developed in all stages, and is the 
common thread in the festival and its activities.

In the last three years the themes have been

2017 Sustainable Tourism for Development

2018 Universal Accessibility

2019 Restanza



"Each stage creates tourist promotion 
paths for surrounding cities and 
territories with an idea of sustainable 
development of the territory and 
ready to welcome a responsible 
tourist."

Creating

● Conferences, workshops, laboratories

● Training and local promotion

● Guided tours: urban itineraries, trekking, 

bicycle, horse, donkey and sailboat itineraries

● Writing, photography and illustration 

competitions

● Awards dedicated to responsible tourism

● Photographic exhibitions, screenings, book 

presentations, theater performances and 

concerts

● Tasting at km0 and experiential dinners

● Paths of school-work experience model

STAGES ACTIVITIES  



RECIPIENTS
Citizenship, institutions and local authorities, students, 
non-profit organizations, ONG, travel agencies, tour 

operators, DMCs, DMOs, OTAs, volunteers, migrant 

communities, artists and travelers.

More than all actors, the local hosting communities 

benefit from the project [as protagonists in sustainable 

and social responsible development of their territory].

The enhancement of the places touched by the festival, 

as well as the historical, cultural and social heritage, 

attract tourists and people interested in the topics 

covered, bringing added value and new presences in the 

territory that the project by its very nature triggers.
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DIGITAL COMMUNICATION 
IT.A.CÀ NETWORK

www.festivalitaca.net 

http://www.festivalitaca.net


AWARDS
IT.A.CÀ received the third prize in 2018 at the UNWTO 

AWARDS in the "Innovation in Non-Governmental 

Organizations" section on 150 applications received, 128 

projects admitted to the selection and 14 finalists.

"IT.A.CÀ has been able to combine in an innovative way, 

strategic elements such as cultural production, creativity, 
sustainable tourism, interculturality strictly 

interconnected to the development of the territory, 

through a bottom-up cultural production f, born from the 

spontaneous ferment and the ability to network the 

widespread creativity of those who live and bring places to 

life ".



THANKS
FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

Responsible travel
starts from home and arrives home

any home
any Itaca to reach.

Where the route counts more than the goal
and the way we set off ...


